
 

 

 

 

 

GGreen Talks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18th December 2011 

 

The Sustainability Platform on 
the third day of the Indian 
Engineering Congress had many 
interesting sessions under the 
ōǊƻŀŘ ǘƻǇƛŎ ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
related to the changes that must 
be incorporated into the 
Education system so as to include 
topics related to Sustainable 
Development. The session had 
many other slots such as the 
sustainable use of energy and 
topics that spoke of responsibility 
towards our Nature. 

Mr. Lawrence Surendra, 
Chairman, The Sustainable 
Platform, spoke of the change 
that must be incorporated into 
the field of education so as to 
bring about awareness about 
Sustainable Development. He 
emphasised on the shift that 
must take place in the pattern in 
which knowledge is acquired 
from traditional bookish 
knowledge to practical 
knowledge. Education as a co-
operative process should evolve 
in all branches of the discipline as 
they all have an essence of truth 
that will make more sense when 
brought together. The program 
had four speakers: Mr. Lawrence 
Surendra, Mr. Rajan Gandhi, 
C.E.O Social Action group, Delhi, 
Mr. Clarence Dias, Mr. V. 
Ramasubramaniam, Village 
Renewable Energy System India 
Pvt. Ltd., and Ms. Aneta 
Nikolova, Environmental Affairs 
Officer ESCAP; who spoke on 
different topics that emphasised 
the importance of the 
development that must take  

 

place in our mind-set so as to bring 
about a change that helps make 
Sustainable development possible. 

In a brief interview with Mr. Rajan 
Gandhi, Ms. Aneta Nikolova and 
Mr. Clarence Dias, a few questions 
were asked about the part played 
by youth in bringing about a green 
change in the Society. They said 
that the youth should develop the 
sense of responsibility towards the 
surroundings. The youth should 
spend their free time spreading 
awareness amongst their peer 
groups. Ms. Aneta Nikolova said 
that the , youth of India should 
take start off by asking questions 
regarding the source of everything, 
be it the clothes, the food that 
they eat, the plastic they use and 
also the gadgets that we all are 
bound to. Ms. Aneta told the 
Indian youth to follow the 
indigenous sustainable culture that 
we all possess within ourselves. 

 

Mr. Rajan Gandhi said that all 
changes begin from home. The 
physical home refers to the place 
of stay but it is the virtual home in 
which has the peer in the intimate 
circle is involved. Mr. Clarence 
Dias also said that the youth 
should begin with small changes 
like reducing private 
transportation and using eco 
friendly methods that are 
available at our door steps for 
which we just need proper 
training to use. 
Ms. Anita Nikolova said that all 
Indians should look within their 
country and its culture. The Indian 
scenario can only be changed by 
the people of this country, not 
following the western tradition. 
In these talks the noticeable fact is 
the faith that the present India 
expects from its future youth 
which places a great deal of 
responsibility to the youth of this 
country. 

_-Chinnappa B.G 
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The moment Mr.Vishveshwaraya stepped off 
the dais, he was swarmed by a group of 
people. Questions and compliments came his 
way and that alone showed the grandeur of 
the Padmashree awardee. Though he was 
very busy, he spared a few minutes of his time 
to interact with Techno Palace reporters, 
Pradyumna A.K and Arathy Somasekhar.  

Here are few excerpts from the interview: 

T.P: What is your impression about the Indian 
Engineering Congress? 

Mr. H. C Vishveshwaraya: I found the 
congress a very good platform and a 
thoughtfully planned out programme. It is 
highly useful to youngsters and can inspire 
many. I myself, during my college days was 
inspired by such talks. 

T.P: What would your message for the youth 
be? 

Mr. H. C Vishveshwaraya : According to me, 
there are three important dimensions for the 
youth. One, knowledge is the best thing you 
can acquire and it has to be updated regularly. 
Secondly, use the knowledge to produce 
goods and services efficiently and 
productively. Finally and most importantly, all 
these have to be done within ethical 
parameters.  

TP: How do you think that we can encourage 
research in the future? 

Mr. H. C Vishveshwaraya: To encourage 
research, we should enable good, young 
brains and attract them to the field of science. 
They should be provided with proper 
conditions, proper environment and due 
recognition.  

Thus ended an enlightening discussion with 
one of the most eminent figures in the field of 
engineering.  

 

 

Face to Face 

 

 

In three days, the Technopalace team got an 
opportunity to meet many eminent personalities in 
the field of engineering. On day three, we got a 
chance to talk to Padmashree awardee, Dr. Vasegam 
who worked for ISRO and specialised in satellites and 
launch vehicles. In the interview that followed, we 
asked him what his impression on IEC was. He told us 
that, though the programme came with a lot of 
expectations, the goals of the Congress were 
achieved. And that the IEC was largely a success, as 
over the years this was the first time the Congress was 
organised on a large scale. Fifteen disciplines of 
engineering were covered. The attendance crossed 
thousands and that they got a chance to confer 
honours upon various dignitaries. We then asked him 
what the call for the youth of the nation was, to which 
he said that the engineering field in India requires 
more of high quality man power in domestic and 
international sector which can be provided only by the 
youth of India. He mentioned that he was not worried 
about the brain drain of engineers in India as this 
would produce more world class engineers. To 
achieve this class, a standard curriculum and teaching 
and laboratories of good quality are required. Youth 
needs to concentrate on the sectors of energy, 
transport, infrastructure, etc. 

Dr. Vasegam has worked in the Apple Project of 1981 
and later became the Vice Chancellor of Anna 
University, Chennai. To conclude he says, ά²Ŝ ŀƴŘ 
engineers should be ready with enabling technology. 
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛǘέ.  

-Pradyumna A.K and Arathy Somasekhar 


